A Rubric for Critiquing eLearning Sites 

Adapted from Blackboard's Greenhouse Exemplary Course Program 

The rubric consists of 5 sections: 
· Section 1 – Information about You and Your Course 

· Section 2 – Course Design 

· Section 3 – Interaction and Collaboration 

· Section 4 – Assessment 

· Section 5 – Learner Support 

Section 1: Information about You and Your Course 

	Information

	Name of Unit Convener 
	

	Faculty 
	

	Email address 
	

	Telephone number 
	


	Unit Information 

	Unit Title 
	

	Unit Code 
	

	Semester of offering 
	

	This unit is best described as: 

· blended (a combination of face-to-face and online) or 
· totally online (a fully online course with no face-to-face component)
	

	If this is a blended unit, please be specific about scheduling of face-to-face sessions (i.e., twice a week, once a month, three times per term). 
	

	Student Target level

	

	Number of times unit offered in its present configuration 
	 

	Number of students enrolled in the unit 
	

	Did an instructional designer and/or development team assist with the unit?
	  

	The use of technology within an online environment should focus on enhancing and enabling student learning. A variety of tools can be used to achieve course objectives. Please select the tools used in the unit by inserting a bullet point into the matching column on the left. 
	
	Animations/simulations 

	
	
	Audio 

	
	
	Blogs 

	
	
	Calendar 

	
	
	CD-ROM tool 

	
	
	Chat/synchronous discussion 

	
	
	Database

	
	
	Discussions 

	
	
	Email 

	
	
	Glossary 

	
	
	Graphics/images 

	
	
	Home pages 

	
	
	Links to files

	
	
	Image database 

	
	
	IMS Content package

	
	
	My Progress 

	
	
	Quiz tool 

	
	
	RSS feeds 

	
	
	Search 

	
	
	Self test 

	
	
	Survey 

	
	
	Video 

	
	
	Whiteboard 

	
	
	Wikis 

	
	
	Other tools

	General comments




Section 2: Course Design 
Course design includes elements such as the structure of the course, learning outcomes, and learning/teaching strategies.In a well designed course:
	Learning outcomes, learning activities, teaching activities and assessment are aligned

	

	Content is presented in manageable segments. 
	

	Content is easily navigated. 
	

	Content is made available in a range of formats 
	

	Visual and auditory stimuli are used to motivate students. 
	

	Supplementary resources are made available as part of the course content. 
	

	Students are given an opportunity to provide feedback about this course. 
	

	The use of technology enables critical reflection and analysis of content. 
	

	If this course is a blended learning environment, explain how the online component enhances the face-to-face elements of the course. 
	  

	General comments




Section 3: Interaction & Collaboration 

The type and amount of interaction and collaboration within an online environment are significant components. Learner-to-learner, learner-to-content, and learner-to-teacher interaction and collaboration are exemplified through: 
	Clearly stated expectations/protocols defining or explaining required levels of student participation. 
	

	A deliberate attempt to create a learning community through the use of (a)synchronous tools
	 

	Frequent instances where the instructor takes an active role in moderating discussions, providing feedback, and participating in other interactive components. 
	

	The use of such strategies as group projects, teamwork, or other collaborative activities. 
	

	General comments


	


Section 4: Assessment 

Assessment focuses on how student performance meets the learning outcomes. This section addresses the quality and type of student assessments within the course, placing particular emphasis on: 

	The alignment of assignments and other assessments with stated learning outcomes. 
	

	Assignments that encourage students to employ critical thinking strategies. 
	

	Providing students with opportunities for self-assessment. 
	

	The inclusion of constructive feedback on all assessments 
	

	General comments


	


Section 5: Learner Support 

Learner Support is concerned with the resources made available to students as a part of an online course. Such resources may be accessible within or external to the course environment. Specifically, learner support provides that a variety of student services is made available, including, but not limited to: 

	Access to learner support materials
	  

	Appropriate support and contact information 
	

	General comments


	


Conclusion and recommendations

