A Rubric for Critiquing eLearning Sites 

Adapted from Blackboard's Greenhouse Exemplary Course Program 

The rubric consists of 5 sections: 
· Section 1 – Information about You and Your Course 

· Section 2 – Course Design 

· Section 3 – Interaction and Collaboration 

· Section 4 – Assessment 

· Section 5 – Learner Support 

Section 1: Information about You and Your Course 

	Information

	Name of Unit Convener 
	X

	Faculty 
	X

	Email address 
	X

	Telephone number 
	1234 5678


	Unit Information 

	Unit Title 
	Diverse Curriculum Approaches

	Unit Code 
	x

	Semester of offering 
	Semester one, 2009

	This unit is best described as: 

· blended (a combination of face-to-face and online) or 
· totally online (a fully online course with no face-to-face component)
	Blended – although there is no explicit statement about this.


	If this is a blended unit, please be specific about scheduling of face-to-face sessions (i.e., twice a week, once a month, three times per term). 
	No indication of the inter-relationship between the online and face-to-face content.

	Student Target level
	This unit is part of a new Grad Cert course in Early Childhood, consisting of four units with the possibility of articulation into a Masters of Education. 

	Number of times unit offered in its present configuration 
	First offering in a new course

	Number of students enrolled in the unit 
	15 

	Did an instructional designer and/or development team assist with the unit?
	Yes 

	The use of technology within an online environment should focus on enhancing and enabling student learning. A variety of tools can be used to achieve course objectives. Please select the tools used in the unit by inserting a bullet point into the matching column on the left. 
	
	Animations/simulations 

	
	· 
	Audio 

	
	· 
	Assignment drop box

	
	· 
	Blogs 

	
	
	Calendar 

	
	
	CD-ROM tool 

	
	
	Chat/synchronous discussion 

	
	
	Database

	
	· 
	Discussions 

	
	
	Email 

	
	
	Glossary 

	
	
	Graphics/images 

	
	
	Home pages 

	
	· 
	Links to files

	
	
	Image database 

	
	
	IMS Content package

	
	
	My Progress 

	
	
	Quiz tool 

	
	
	RSS feeds 

	
	
	Search 

	
	
	Self test 

	
	
	Survey 

	
	· 
	Video 

	
	
	Whiteboard 

	
	
	Wikis 

	
	
	Other tools

	General comments
A minimal number of tools have been use in this module to keep it fairly simple and easy to use. Nevertheless, for student interaction and participation, some more rightly guided and self-oriented tools should be designed and included so as to enhance student engagement. Students would benefit from an opportunity to blog their own thoughts, ideas and bits of information they have found.


Section 2: Course Design 
Course design includes elements such as the structure of the course, learning outcomes, and learning/teaching strategies.In a well designed course:
	Learning outcomes, learning activities, teaching activities and assessment are aligned

	

	Content is presented in manageable segments. 
	Yes

	Content is easily navigated. 
	Yes

	Content is made available in a range of formats 
	Moodle content tools don’t facilitate doing this but there was a rich diversity of materials, documents, videos, links

	Visual and auditory stimuli are used to motivate students. 
	Fair Yes

	Supplementary resources are made available as part of the course content. 
	Yes

	Students are given an opportunity to provide feedback about this course. 
	No

	The use of technology enables critical reflection and analysis of content. 
	Fair Yes

	If this course is a blended learning environment, explain how the online component enhances the face-to-face elements of the course. 
	Hard to ascertain without knowing the f2f content


In terms of design there is a mix of different activities and media although more can be done with typography, layout, colour, consistency, and presentation of information overall. The blog type of displaying information is interesting and might work successfully, reason why student feedback is very important to support it. 

It seems that one of the real strengths of this site is the personal interactive nature of the teacher. The student experience would benefit from allowing the students to blog or journal their own thoughts through-out the entire semester. Could even let other students comment on these and promote some peer to peer assessment.

	The layout of the course entry page is very long and requires considerable scrolling. This is probably due to the weekly commentary added into each block, rather than the actual content.  Perhaps older commentaries could be archived and placed into a link with current/relevant commentaries remaining on the course page. Alternatively, a ‘notices/announcements’ section could be placed at the top and this could be regularly updated with archived commentary beneath these notices. 

There could be a clearer format for each week’s required tasks. The many different fonts, background colours, font colours, bolding etc can be distracting.

The learning design is based on a linear appearance (week by week) but effective constructivist strategies are deployed for each week’s activities.


Section 3: Interaction & Collaboration 

The type and amount of interaction and collaboration within an online environment are significant components. Learner-to-learner, learner-to-content, and learner-to-teacher interaction and collaboration are exemplified through: 
	Clearly stated expectations/protocols defining or explaining required levels of student participation. 
	Could improve

	A deliberate attempt to create a learning community through the use of (a)synchronous tools
	Yes

	Frequent instances where the instructor takes an active role in moderating discussions, providing feedback, and participating in other interactive components. 
	Yes

	The use of such strategies as group projects, teamwork, or other collaborative activities. 
	Could improve

	General comments
There is good use of forums as a place for reflection and peer commentary and feedback but there are further opportunities to enhance interaction and collaboration between the students through out the course structure; that is, the forum could be actually re-designed to increase interactivity between “all” students. The discussion forums toward the end of the unit were not utilized by students, probably because the students were busy and focused solely on the assessable items and related learning at this stage of the unit rather than unassessed learning opportunities. If the discussion topics later in the unit were made highly relevant to the assessment items they may invite more questions/input from students. Facilitator encouragement to use these could also see utilization of this learning strategy, e.g., in the form of teacher presence in the forums. The teacher presence in the context of messages to students for each topic was very high. There was also a suggestion that discussion instructions such as ‘post a comment and reply to 2 others’ could be adjusted and spiraled over two weeks, with responses in the second week, so that students with late first postings don’t miss having responses made to their posting.
	


Section 4: Assessment 

Assessment focuses on how student performance meets the learning outcomes. This section addresses the quality and type of student assessments within the course, placing particular emphasis on: 

	The alignment of assignments and other assessments with stated learning outcomes. 
	

	Assignments that encourage students to employ critical thinking strategies. 
	

	Providing students with opportunities for self-assessment. 
	

	The inclusion of constructive feedback on all assessments 
	

	General comments

There may be opportunities for more regular formative assessment and feedback. There are only two assessment activities in this semester-long unit and while there is peer interaction, it’s unclear whether this interaction is compulsory.
	


Section 5: Learner Support 

Learner Support is concerned with the resources made available to students as a part of an online course. Such resources may be accessible within or external to the course environment. Specifically, learner support provides that a variety of student services is made available, including, but not limited to: 

	Access to learner support materials
	Yes

	Appropriate support and contact information 
	Yes – Special sessions offered by x and x


A guide to netiquette could be made available since students are provided the opportunity to interact.The schedule in the Unit Outline could be more detailed and the stated learning outcomes could do with some tightening up.

	Overall is a great online unit for an initial offering in a new course and it provides a study base on which to further enhance the student learning experience.

There is a good use of social settings within the course structure: the ‘coffee lounge’ concept is effective and a useful way to connect ‘real life’ social settings with online settings.
	


Conclusion and recommendations
This unit has many impressive and positive elements: most importantly was thepersonal interactive nature of the teacher, the high support she offered, her clear communication style especially regarding lead-ins to the weekly topics, assessment and marking, as well as drawing attention to events and curriculum links. The use of audio, video and the forums were also strong elements which involved students.

In terms of what could be improved upon, there are two general issues to note – ongoing participation outside course activities and a greater range of online teaching strategies – and staff in the Faculty Education Program would be happy to discuss these with you.

The many positive elements of the site have been noted. In terms of enhancing future offerings of the unit, the following recommendations are made:

1. If there are face-to-face elements present in the course these should be carefully designed in a blended learning design and incorporated in the Unit Outline

2. Features such as audio, video, blogs and wikis can be re-used and adapted/edited

3. The look and feel of the site – typography, navigation etc – can be enhanced

4. Additional tools and the functionality behind them can add elements of interaction and discussion

We are happy to discuss any matters with you and also support any innovation you may like to undertake and this would be in conjunction with x and all the support that he offers.

Faculty Educational Development Team
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	Views
	Last access
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e-Reserve
	194
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:22 AM (4 mins 5 secs)
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Announcements
	211
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:56 PM (6 hours 30 mins)
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Coffee Lounge
	4654
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:11 AM (14 mins 57 secs)
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Diverse Curriculum Approaches PG 8209 Unit Outline
	129
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Montessori files
	1
	Tuesday, 12 May 2009, 01:53 PM (70 days 16 hours)

	Topic 1
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Weekly tasks
	261
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Week 1 Reflections on Issues Forum
	3532
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Intro to theories of childhood
	163
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Every Chance to Learn - Early Childhood Band
	155
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:12 AM (14 mins 19 secs)
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Images of Childhood
	145
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)

	Topic 2
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Weekly Tasks ... 
	274
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 12:21 AM (6 hours 4 mins)
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Thinking About Curriculum 
	120
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Is it time for a National curriculum for early childhood in Australia?
	166
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Building new images of (e)quality
	154
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Four Dimensions of Curriculum
	150
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Building Waterfalls
	113
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 29 mins)
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Week 2 Reflections on Issues Forum 
	2851
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 28 mins)

	Topic 3
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Weekly tasks ... 
	202
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:57 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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The Early Childhood Institution
	114
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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ACT Early Childhood Schools Framework
	150
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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ABC 7.30 Report
	98
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Toronto First Duty - A Day in the Life
	104
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Canberra Times
	90
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Government Early Childhood Policy
	143
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Victoria's Blueprint for Early Childhood
	146
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Carolina Abecedarian Project
	99
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Cheesman, S. (2007) Pedagogical Silences in Australian Early Childhood Social Policy. 
	93
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Week 3 Reflections on Issues Forum 
	2516
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:18 AM (8 mins 16 secs)

	Topic 4
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Weekly tasks ...
	184
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Socio-cultural Approaches to Curriculum
	95
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Cullen and Hedges (2005) Subject Knowledge in Early Childhood Curriculum and Pedagogy: beliefs and practices.
	78
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Suzy Edwards (2003) Directions charting the paths for the role of socio-cultural theory in early childhood education and curriculum
	67
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Suzy Edwards (2006) ‘Stop Thinking of Culture as Geography’
	69
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Preschool Profile for Indigenous Children
	71
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)

	Topic 5
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UC Map
	79
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Program for One Day Seminar
	58
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Questions About Seminar Forum
	128
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:18 AM (8 mins 45 secs)

	Topic 6
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Assignment One - Reflections on Context - 40%
	315
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:23 PM (7 hours 3 mins)

	Topic 7
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Weekly tasks ...
	145
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Montessori Australia 
	78
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Developing resilient children after 100 years of Montessori education
	106
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Why Montessori works
	106
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Forum with Christine Harrison
	409
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:16 AM (10 mins 12 secs)
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Montessori Interview
	98
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)

	Topic 8
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This Week ... 
	165
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Ethics and Politics in Early Childhood Education 
	82
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Reggio Emilia Australia Information Exchange
	66
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Child Observation and Pedagogical Documentation as an Effect of Globalization
	68
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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It's your choice
	109
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)

	[image: image50.png]


Discussions about Reggio Emilia
	107
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:17 AM (9 mins 10 secs)

	Topic 9
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Wikipedia: Waldorf education
	53
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Steiner Education Australia
	63
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Orana School Canberra
	52
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Radio National interview with Monica Boenigt and Rosemary Gentle
	51
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Australian Education Union: Eyes Wide Open
	88
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Radio National transcript: Steiner Curriculum in State Schools
	52
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)

	Topic 10
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This Week ...
	113
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Karen Martin 'Marking Tracks' Article
	85
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)
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Te Whariki Curriculum Document
	90
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)

	Topic 11
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Assignment Two - Case Study 60%
	213
	Wednesday, 22 July 2009, 06:21 AM (5 mins 8 secs)
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Early Childhood Teaching Standards Forum 
	39
	Tuesday, 21 July 2009, 11:58 PM (6 hours 28 mins)


